
Pitman Environmental Commission 
March 4, 2021 
Chairman Robert Holwitt 
 
The regular meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission was held on March 
4, 2021 at 7:32 pm via Zoom. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Dare Euler, Courtney Venuti-Williams, Claire Yeager, Tom 
Slenkamp, Josh Hitchner, Bob Holwitt, Amy Rudley, Gabi Bowen 
 
PUBLIC: Charlotte Ryan of 601 W. Holly Dr Apt 38, Pitman, NJ. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion to approve minutes for Feb 2021 by Claire, 
seconded by Tom with correction – Commission agreed unanimously 
 
BUDGET: Balance remaining as of February 26, 2021: 

Secretary     92.33 

Materials and Supply   52.50 

Training & Seminar   13.13 

Dues & Subscription   350.31- 

Alcyon Lake Stabilization Project 918.75 

Earth Day Events    525.00 

Misc Charges    13.13 

Tree Replacement    210.00 

Special Projects    262.50 

Environmental Total   1737.03 

This is temporary budget, Bob will email for now. Once Council signs off, we’ll 

have the full budget. Tom: What about the money for coir logs? Bob: That’s being 

called Alcyon Lake Stabilization Project. 

Bob: Public participation moving up due to member of the public visiting 

regarding the Wildflower Meadow, forwarded an email from Andy: 

Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: re creation <recreation@pitman.org> 
Subject: RE: Wildflower Meadow at Alcyon Park 

mailto:recreation@pitman.org


Date: February 22, 2021 at 9:30:35 AM EST 
To: Robert Holwitt <rbholwitt@gmail.com> 
 

Bob, 
This sounds great!  I will attempt to attend your next meeting (via Zoom a would 
assume).  Thank you for getting back to me and I look forward to working with you all on 
this project. 
  
From: Robert Holwitt <rbholwitt@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 9:26 AM 
To: re creation <recreation@pitman.org> 
Subject: Re: Wildflower Meadow at Alcyon Park 
  
Good morning Andy  
  
There has been some discussion as to the Wildflower Meadow at Alcyon Park, the 
Commission wants to restore it.  
However, before any reseeding using the list as a guideline is we need to consider several 
things. 
  
What to do with the large number of trees growing in the meadow, what trees can stay and 
what trees to remove?  
Are there any invasive plants, shrubs, etc., that need to be taken out? 
Are there endanger plants, shrubs, etc., growing that need protection? Are there wildlife 
habitats?  
Do we need to thin out the meadow to prior to reseeding?  
The original design of the meadow was also to work as a detention basin for stormwater 
runoff, how well is the drainage system working?   
  
This would be a great project for the Environmental Commission and Recreation to team 
up.  
I’m going to forward these emails to Courtney and Claire, I’ll include this on the agenda for 
our next meeting.  
  
Bob  
 

On Feb 17, 2021, at 10:23 AM, re creation <recreation@pitman.org> wrote: 
  
Bob, 
Hope you are well in these crazy times…I just wanted to reach back out to you and the 
Environmental Commission regarding the revitalization of the “Wildflower Meadow” at 
Alcyon Park.  I have included below a list that was provided by one of the residents, of 
potential seeds to be spread in the meadow this spring.  I am hoping you could take a 
look and give me any feedback on the plants.  Also, if you have any input on the idea of 
bringing the “wildflower Meadow” back at the park (pros and cons if any).  Thank you 
very much, look forward to hearing from you. 
  
  

mailto:rbholwitt@gmail.com
mailto:rbholwitt@gmail.com
mailto:recreation@pitman.org
mailto:recreation@pitman.org


Pollinator wildflowers (perennial) 
Aster (Multiple varieties) 

Common dogbane 

Columbine 

Milkweed 

Blue mist flower 

Coreopsis (tickseed) 
Aster 

Coneflower 
Joe Pye Weed 
Rose mallow 
Iris 
Beardtongue 
Obedient plant 
Mountain mint 
Meadow rue 
Ironweed 
Violet 
Lobelia 
Bergamot (bee balm) 
Blazing star (Liatris) 
  
Pollinator wildflowers (annual) 
Sunflowers 
Cosmos 
Poppy 
Zinnia 
Blanket flower 
Gaillardia 
Cornflower (Bachelor Button) 

 
New Business:  
 
~Wildflower Meadow: Charlotte: Mike Granche designed the list,  
Bob: We need to consider the trees there, what can stay/be removed, and 
invasive or endangered plants, wildlife habitats. Original design was to be 
stormwater runoff retention; Courtney and Claire volunteered to run project. 
Claire: I emailed Andy this week about the garden, didn’t realize they were the 
same. Andy wants to meet with us., hoping to get with Courtney tonight and 
coordinate. Bob: It’s a lot more manual labor than just tossing seeds. Charlotte: 
Definitely agree, I’m a home gardener, would like to ask the Garden Club or 
vendors to help. No concept of budget this would entail. Bob: Denise Everett 
looked at council minutes from Feb when this was mentioned, reached out to 



Vanessa James and Andy and it’s supposed to be discussed during the Rec. 
meeting tonight, Andy thought enviro was. Denise is interested in getting 
involved. What needs to be done? Josh: Talking about the woodland adjacent to 
the volleyball court? Bob: Not the court itself. Josh: The sand recently came up. 
Charlotte: That was my initial thought, but Andy talked about the history. There 
was a wildflower garden 25 years or so ago. Bob: It was intended to be a wild 
flower meadow, not manicured. Wildflowers were planted at one time, but over 
time it’s become forested. Josh: Meadows require strictest management, Parks & 
Rec doesn’t have the equipment to fit the regimen. Bob: This past year, they used 
a pole trimmer, but you’re right, that’s something we need to look at, maybe start 
small with the volleyball court? Josh: All those trees now are protected, we’d have 
to look at it. Bob: I don’t know. Dare: This is a great example of what happens 
when you let it go. There are some invasive species, just like everywhere else. We 
have a hard time maintaining the buffers, making sure they seed well. Will Parks 
& Rec be able to keep it up? Wondering if it’s a reasonable expectation to 
maintain. Bob: Claire and Courtney, meet with Andy and confirm which space. 
Charlotte: It started as the volleyball court, but there’s 12inches of sand (need to 
remove?) might be a good place to begin. Bob: Have Courtney and Claire meet 
with Andy it becomes more of a hands on labor intensive, how well it drains. Amy: 
Regarding the volleyball court, there’s concern about bees by the pavilion. Bob: 
Good point. Let’s define the project, proximity and bee concern. The meadow 
itself is clearly a much larger project. Charlotte: Yes, that evolved after the history 
of the meadow. Bob: Feel free to share with Andy, if it is the meadow how labor 
intensive it will be to maintain. Charlotte: Thank you for your time and interest. 
Bob: Do we have your email? Tom: Charlotte initially contacted me. Bob: Hoping 
Courtney and Claire can meet with Andy and we can push info on. 
 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS:  

 
Education: Dare Euler:  
Not a whole lot to report. Still have infographic about the geese, Gabi sent an 
interesting thing about peas, but the number of geese is unbelievable. We don’t 
want people feeding them at all. That weird area near where it’s eroding, 
someone is dropping grain. We need to educate that not being a good thing. Sent 
email with earth day event. 



Bob: that infographic is great, is there a sign there that says no feeding? Dare: if 
there was one, I don’t know. I don’t get close enough. Bob: I don’t remember if 
there is one, I’ll ask Fred what would be involved with doing that. 
 
 
Recycling: Fred Rodi: not present 
Via email: We are working on tags for recycling totes that are not recycling 
correctly and hopefully recycling subcommittee members will be able to go out 
and participate in curb inspections once it warms up. We are still collecting and 
recycling brush we may have  to pay for single grind disposal for brush collection 
that is 12 months out of year We also are continued to be fined  around $1000.00 
a month due to plastic bags in recycling . March 3rd a new storm water ordinance 
was required to be revised by DEP and it is now on Borough Website. All 
stormwater inlets were  cleaned as need and inspected, we have 29 inlets that 
require concrete repairs so that is in the works with the water department taking 
on repairs. We collect large amounts of bulk metals during bulk week which we 
recycle at area scrap yard. If any questions please reach out to me. 
 
J: Recycling Sub-committee, a few members met last night, and agree to go out 
with Fred. Sharing with Sustainable Pitman, sending them things you can and 
can’t recycle. One member is taking on that. We’ll also have presence at Earth 
Day 
Bob: there’s no recycling info on the Borough website 
Amy: there was, but we had them pull it since it was inaccurate. We need 
updated info. Bob: I guess we need to get from Omni. Maybe we can at least get 
on there “Do not put plastic bags in the recycling, it’s costing us money”. 
Amy: it was on the Borough sign. I almost think we should start fining. 
Bob: Fred feels enforcement is the best approach. 
 
 
Air/Water: Courtney Venuti-Williams:  
Did get water quality report, it’s actually on the Borough website with past ones. 
Actually planning to send them, most recent is 2019 and everything was within 
regs. Interesting to look at, but still have a lot to learn 
Josh: I think by law we have to have it posted every year. Bob: At one point it was 
mailed, Tom, Dare? Tom: Yes, I remember with tax or something. Claire: It is 
supposed to be an annual thing, some places. 



Courtney: Is it possible 2020 just isn’t finalized yet? Claire: When I looked in 2019 
2017 wasn’t up and looked into it, never got an answer. 
Bob: Courtney, you’re doing a good job. Maybe find out from Fred when 2020 will 
be available. 
 
 
Open Space: Claire Yeager:  
Regarding the wildflower garden, I talked with Andy. Didn’t realize they were one 
and the same. I thought the volleyball court, we’re now talking about the 
meadow. Also wanted to discuss the Armory meeting. Basically there are four 
ALCs that need remediation, what the investigation involved. Think they’re still 
entering action phase. Consultant will make recs to DEP and EPA. Bob: I think it’s 
just the state. DED as part of transferring it to Pitman, they’re responsible to 
remediate. Josh: If it was DMVA. Bob: He kept referencing DOD. Amy: They 
wanted to give it to Pitman, “only if you clean it up” is in the agreement. Bob: 
Some areas still need to investigate, wetlands is a significant issue definitely on a 
7 acre site, and then the buffers, will affect potential development, the building 
itself is in very poor condition, it may be unsafe to even enter. Asbestos, lead 
based paint, universal waste, if Pitman holds it and wants to do something, 
Pitman is responsible for the building itself. It could be significant costs even to 
tear the building down. Amy: There may be a developer interested, it’s important 
to be mindful of that information. B:It’s definitely going to be some time before 
the site requires no further action. Amy: We CAN sell it without finishing the 
remediation. Claire: Ground water has common contaminant – time (natural 
monitored attenuation) monitor it periodically, and indefinitely (concentrations 
are very low) only two wells that are the source, the plume HAS moved 
down(smaller), but towards the wetland area. Soil contaminants: electricity 
transformer and dump area, both common with asphalt and concrete, possible to 
excavate (expensive). Josh: does this site have a PI number yet? Claire: Yes. Bob: 
This has been going on for 20 some years. Josh: The general public needs to know 
who the case manager is and send them emails. Claire: Once they’re in remedial 
action, but it’s still a few years out. Bob: How long between those two wells to get 
clean sample? There’s a stormwater drain that joins the property and sediment 
coming from offsite, but that needs to be proven. est a cea and they’ve 
established a schedule, as long as they’re showing decreasing and get 
confirmation sampling. We can always ask for a modeling for how long it will take. 
They should copy us 



 
 
Site Plan: Tom Slenkamp: 
Short meeting, light agenda. Near record. End of meeting Fitz mentioned council 
authorised sale of another liquor license, and other meeting regarding Sony, but 
no concrete report. Presentation this coming Monday on GCL during work session 
at 630 via zoom. Bob: I encourage everyone to tune in. I believe no questions, 
Amy can you confirm? Amy: I can tell you Mike Venuto is the Chief Engineer, John 
Hanson is CEO of DRPA, Michael Howard, John Manzoni, William Brooks, William 
Shanahan are all coming. The public can ask questions if there’s time, but they 
may not get answered right then. The intention is to update council. This is not a 
public hearing. I sent the survey results and asked that they work the answers to 
those questions, along with my own, into their presentation. I think I asked 
everything aside from environmental nitty gritty. 
 
 
Shade Tree: Josh Hitchner:  
First discussion with Amy, Andy, and Bob : Trees were taken down in Glen Lake 
park, very unhappy about it. Andy thought they were in poor/declining health. 
Continuing to work with them. Idea with Amy, the Morris Arboretum has courses 
on landscape management. Plan to look at their calendar, probably virtual/super 
accessible. 
Almost every tree planted in Shertel and the triangle parks have been snapped by 
vandals, corrective pruning wont even fix. Amy, can we get this on the PD radar? 
Amy: Continuing education is Josh’s idea. I do think we should put the Police 
Department on notice. I will make the report if you need me. Dare: the one in 
Sunset Park, my neighbor actually SAW the group of kids and tried to yell at and 
stop them. The kids cursed at her and continued on and walked away. Was 
actually starting to look like a grown up tree. Same thing happen to trees along 
Lincoln. We’re putting good money after bad. Not all of them, but two or three. 
Josh: I spoke to someone from the forestry dept. He suggested planting larger 
specimens, they are harder to kill. Also want to look into planting on private 
property. How to get a list of interested residents? Are we allowed to spend 
taxpayer money on that? Amy: I could rationalize it provides an environmental 
benefit, as long as there’s no law against. 
Finally: received a memorial tree request again.Maybe we pay for and provide the 
tree and they pay for the plaque? We need a best practice plan. We are allowing 



it, need to standardize process. Bob: Something like, “here are the approved trees 
you pick from”. Makes them responsible to purchase, public works coordinated to 
plant it. Josh: I don’t have a problem with us planting it. Bob: If it dies three, four, 
or whatever years, are we now responsible to replace? Josh: Yes! Bob: Figure out 
guidelines and let them buy it. Josh: I just wanted everyone’s input. Dare: Only 
thing about letting them purchase, is they can buy the wrong thing and claim they 
didn’t know. They can pick, but we order it, to give better control. If we ask them 
to pay for it, we won’t get spurious requests Josh: the plaques might be enough of 
a deterrent. Claire: We give them options for tree and plaque, but order through 
us, make them pay for both. Bob: Sounds like we have a consensus, pick from one 
or two or three trees, one or two plaques, have the Borough install it. Josh: How 
do they reimburse us? Bob: they can write a check like a utility bill. Amy: We can 
figure it out. Bob: Maybe have them pay direct. Amy: If we got reimbursed, the 
money goes into general fund and we lose it from our budget. Josh: We’re not 
exactly going to advertise. I’ll keep thinking about it. I already agreed to one for 
this fall. 
 
 
Lipari/Alcyon: Bob Holwitt:  
Update on the coir log project, Ed Blanner at Enviroscapes shared municipal 
engineer said that some work can be maintenance (no permit) and some would 
need a permit, and how did he see it. Very clear backfilling and grading is integral 
part of project. Attempted to have a meeting at Alcyon in February, but weather, 
etc. Meeting scheduled for next Tuesday, March 9th 10am. The intent of this 
meeting is this is the project, what do we need permit wise. Ed talked with a 
consultant he knows, they think we’d need at least general permit 16 and maybe 
an NJAC permit. Frederica and Aiken can prepare these. No idea time and costs 
and prep. Just putting in logs and calling it maintenance won’t fix the problem. 
Will meet on Carr Ave. Critical to have Frederica and Aiken there since they’re 
doing the permitting work.  
 
 
Old Business:  
 
~Earth Day 
Bob: Academy Of Natural Sciences is not doing any Animals on the Go events due 
to Covid. Took that to mean nobody else will. Did drop off event permit 



application last week. Judy is going to check the status of it. Looking at what Dare 
prepared: Ballard Park: Academy Amy: Josh’s wifi cut out and too bad to log back 
in. Bob: Maybe put Recycling Sub-committee there instead. Possibly have bins to 
demonstrate recyclables, maybe get Fred to park a recycling truck there and talk 
about them and a story time. Dare: someone was supposed to reach out to the 
library for that. Bob: Pinecone feeders Dare: And the cake would be there at the 
end, if we can because of Covid. Does the Borough even want that as an activity? 
Bob: We may forgo the cake this year. I put Ballard, Hollywood Dell, and Alcyon, I 
didn’t have Betty Park in it. Dare: We had discussed it because we already have 
the trees identified. Bob: This is a great roadmap for planning this event. So we 
tentatively laid out April 17th. Dare: The Rotary Club will also be able to provide 
some manpower for crowd control. Bob: What, if any, position is the Borough 
taking on events? Amy: We all have different views. I think we should be doing 
more. But I might be the only one. Bob: Lets approach this as though we’re doing 
it, how do we control the crowd? Claire: We could use Sign Up Genius. Amy: 
We’ve also used Eventbrite. Bob: So if you sign up, must you then start at Ballard? 
Dare: If we dictate where people start and send them out at intervals. Amy: If you 
tell them the order and what times they can start. Bob: So we could have them 
start at any of the four sites, and then they have to rotate to specific sites in 
order. Dare: If we have a craft and an activity at each place, they should have a 
half hour. We can only really have four time slots. Amy: We really have a ten am 
and a noon. Bob: Are we talking five groups of four (twenty people)? Dare: So 
how many people can we really have? And we have to mention children must be 
with an adult. Wear a mask. Amy: Six feet apart between groups, but overall 
number limit is way higher than we have space for anyway. Dare: Are they having 
summer playground? Amy: They’re not sure. Dare: How many people are really 
going to sign up? Gabi: A lot of us are going stir crazy. Dare: Three groups of six 
people at one station. Bob: I’ll play around with it and let everyone know. With 
groups coming in, starting at ten o’clock, some derivative of five or four. Dare: 
With the stream study, there’s no way to have twenty people by the stream. Ten 
could do the craft and ten do the stream, then switch. So ten and ten works. So 
20 people per group. 160? I think that’s optimistic. Bob: The event’s going to be 
limited to the first 100 people. Four spots to start. 25 per spot and cycle around. 
Ten at a time at the stream, craft and swap. Logistically now we have the 
parameters set. Dare: 50 people between ten and twelve, then 50 people 
between 12 and 2. Amy: my concerns are people who sign up but don’t come. 
50% of people don’t show up, but they get made up by people who just show up, 



but this is pre-covid. B: We’ll just have to set it up. We open it to 150 and only 100 
show up, oh well. Amy: We could set an email reminder to try to retain it. Bob: 
We need to get this rolling asap, Dare: If we do punch cards for the kids, do we 
have the budget for each kid to turn it in at Ballard for a free cookie or a water 
ice? (general consensus) Bob: We could definitely do that. Dare: That might keep 
them involved and completing the whole thing. Bob: it’s really the organization of 
it. Dare: If you send it out, we can figure out who can be at each station. Bob: I’ll 
take crack at it, approaching with the idea of a limit of people. Gabi: 160 total, 20 
people starting at each zone. Dare: if McCowan doesn’t want to do the 
storytelling or if there’s a craft you want to run, email me. Claire: The Recycling 
Sub-committee talked about doing a recycling demonstration at Ballard and 
something for prizes for them doing a free ice cream. Bob: That was Josh’s idea, 
I’ll talk to Fred. I’ll try to lay out a plan.  
 
Gabi: Did you hear about turtle sign? Bob: Not yet. 
 
Dare: Did you get more info about Chestnut Branch? Amy: I had asked but I don’t 
remember it off the top of my head. Andy knew ahead of time but Paul didn’t, it 
was on the up and up and had a positive impact. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting of the Pitman Environmental Commission 
will be Thursday, April 1st 2021 at 7:30pm via Zoom. 
 
Meeting ended at 9:05pm. Tom made a motion to adjourn and Claire seconded, 
all members were in favor. 


